FREEDOM'S  BATTLE

course of a visit by Sir George Clerk, British Ambassador to Paris.
Sir George is understood to have said that if France should find
herself in conflict with Germany as a result of having sold war
material to the Spanish Government, England would consider
herself released from her obligations under the Locarno Pact and
would not come to help.

From that day on, the Quai d'Orsay, in all that referred to
Spain, became a branch of the Foreign Office. France lost her
independence as to foreign policy. If only there had been a Louis
Barthou in charge of French diplomacy! Barthou was a con-
servative all his life. At the age of seventy he had more imagination
and more courage than all the functionaries under him. And not
only did he bring to a successful conclusion the French-Soviet pact,
but he was magnificent in his mockery of enemies who tried to
make him out as prey to a kind of Bolshevism of senility. With a
Barthou in the Quai d'Orsay the British bluff would never have
been attempted. Of course, with Hitler in power, France needed
English support. But a good French army was no less indispensable
to Great Britain.

The fact remains that while in July 1936 France ostensibly took
the initiative in proposing Non-intervention, for the next three
years she was to be denied any initiative whatsoever. Every time I
tried to convince our French friends that their Spanish policy was
suicidal, I heard from them with sorrow the same evasions. "It is
in London that you should exert yourselves," they would say.

Then there were those who held that the motive of the
Blum Government, in proposing Non-Intervention, was to avoid
war in Europe. According to this view, the French Government
was sincere when, on August 8th, 1936, in its decree suspending
"all exports of war materials destined for Spain," it stated its
confident belief that its attitude would facilitate "the quickest
possible conclusion" of an agreement "in the interests of inter-
national peace." The Blum Government found itself paralysed by
the double fear of losing the support of England and of finding
itself engaged in a general war. And this paralysis set in during
those first weeks of the war when the Republican army, had it
been able to count on a mere hundred planes and very little more
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